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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
WHITBY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mesdames  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  1955. 

In  1955  it  was  gratifying  to  all  connected  with  the 
old  port  of  Whitby  to  see  it  used  once  more  as  a  cargo 
port,  when  the  Dutch  potato  carrying  vessels  brought 
their  cargoes  in.  Everyone  must  wish  the  Harbour 
Master  luck  in  his  efforts  to  secure  a  wider  use  of  the 
harbour. 

Mr.  Eatough  draws  attention  to  such  important 
matters  as  the  re-start  of  the  Slum  Clearance  and  the 
urgent  need  for  consideration  being  given  to  relieving 
the  overloaded  state  of  the  town’s  sewers. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  a  fine  record  in  meat 
inspection  to  show.  Anyone  who  reads  those  pages  of 
the  report  must  be  impressed  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors’  devotion  to  duty.  Some  countries  use 
veterinary  surgeons  for  meat  inspection,  but  this 
country  has  found  the  sanitary  inspector  who  is,  in 
general,  responsible  for  the  state  of  all  foods  sold,  to  be 
satisfactory.  No  solid  argument  has  ever  been 
brought  forward  in  favour  of  a  change. 

I  am, 

Yours  obediently, 

B.  SCHROEDER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


District  Health  Office, 
Grape  Lane, 

Whitby 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY,  1955. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA. 


Population — 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate,  mid-1955  .  11,480 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  March,  1956  .  £98,872 


Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate — £615. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

.  Ill 

74 

185 

Illegitimate 

.  2 

3 

5 

Totals  . 

.  113 

77 

190 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population... 

16.6 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  popula¬ 
tion  . 

17.7 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
England  and  Wales  . 

estimated 

population, 

15.0 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Still  Births — Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

.  3 

3 

6 

Totals  . 

.  3 

3 

6 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  30.6 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births, 

England  and  Wales  . . . 23.1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year — 


Legitimate  . 

Illegitimate  . 

Male. 

...  5 

Female. 

1 

Total. 

6 

Totals  . 

...  5 

1 

6 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  per  1,000  live 
births  . 

31.6 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 
births,  England  and  Wales 

year  per 

1,000  live 

24.9 

Male.  Female.  Total. 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  old — 

Legitimate  . .  4  1  5 

Illegitimate  .  —  —  — 


Totals 


4 


5 


Male.  Female.  Total. 

Deaths  .  100  98  198 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  17.2 
Corrected  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  popula¬ 
tion  . .  13.3 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population, 

England  and  Wales  . . .  11.7 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1955. 

According  to  the  Registrar-General’s  Classification  : — 

Male.  Female.  Total. 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory  .  0  2  2 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  Oil 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  .  6  3  9 

Malignant  neoplasms,  lung,  bronchus  7  18 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  .  0  3  _ 3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  .  Oil 

Other  malignant  and  infective 

neoplasms  .  4  9  13 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  .  Oil 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system...  16  32  48 

Coronary  disease,  angina  .  16  7  23 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .  1  2  3 

Other  heart  disease  .  30  21  51 

Other  circulatory  disease .  2  0  2 

Pneumonia  . 1  2  3 

Bronchitis  .  6  17 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  .  2  0  2 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 0  1  1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  .  2  0  2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  6  10  16 

Motor  vehicles  accidents  .  0  0  0 

All  other  accidents .  1  1  2 


100  98 


198 


TABLE  OF  DEATHS  IN  AGE  GROUPS— MALES. 
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TABLE  OF  DEATHS  IN  AGE  GROUPS— FEMALES 
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COMMENT  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

,  *  ,  #  .  .  t  .  •  .  \  ■  .  v  >  •  /  ' 

No  Medical  Officer  of  Health  likes  to  find  the 
corrected  Death  Rate  above  the  average  for  England 
and  Wales,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  not  be  a  regular 
finding. 

Advantage  was  taken  this  year  of  the  1951  census 
figures,  and  comparisons  were  made  with  20  years  ago. 
Changes  in  medical  treatment;  development  of 
immunisation  and  changes  in  living  conditions  have 
combined  enormously  to  improve  the  expectation  of  life 
of  people  of  working  age,  for  example,  in  1950-54  there 
were  only  14  male  deaths  between  5  and  44  years  ; 
there  were  in  1931-35,  62  in  these  ages.  The  following 
suggests  improvement  in  living  conditions  has  been  an 
important  item  : — 

Women  living  in  old  property  lying  between 
Skinner  Street,  the  Harbour  and  the  Station  die  at  an 
average  age  three  years  below  the  average  age  of  death 
for  women  in  the  town  generally,  and  about  half  the 
deaths  from  cancer  of  the  colon  and  rectum  in  the  town 
occur  in  old  houses. 

RESULTS  OF  WATER  SAMPLES. 

•  .  ,  ;  > ,  i  .  •  *  -  • 

During  the  year  16  water  samples  were  taken,  9  of 
which  were  Class  I.,  and  5  in  Class  II.,  1  in  Class  III.,  and 
1  in  Class  IV. 

REPORT  OF  THE  PORT  MEDICAL  OFFICER. 

The  Harbour  Master  has  kindly  given  the  following 
particulars  of  outside  vessels  which,  in  addition  to  the 
Scottish  Herring  Fleet  and  numerous  yachts,  used  the 
port  during  1955  : — 

9th  May. — M.V.  “  Lea,”  from  Kettleness.  108.51  tons  net. 
29th  May. — M.V.  “  Annie,”  from  Ghent.  148  tons  net. 
30th  May. — M.V.  “  Marcell,”  from  Ghent.  500  tons  net. 
1st  June. — M.V.  “  T'inka,”  from  Antwerp.  Ill  tons  net. 
11th  June. — M.V.  “  Rego,”  from  Antwerp.  94  tons  net. 
11th  June. — M.V.  “Annie,”  from  Ghent.  148  tons  net. 
13th  June. — M.V.  “  Berklestroom,”  Ghent.  260  tons  net. 
30th  June. — Ketch,  “  Gratitude.”  Sea  Scout  Training 
Ship  from  Tyne. 

30th  June. — Dutch  Fishing  Vessel,  “Sumatra,”  to  land 
two  sick  men. 
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20th  August. — Dutch  Fishing  Vessel,  “  Elizabeth.” 

27th  August. — Three  Dutch  Fishing  Vessels. 

3rd  September. — Dutch  Fishing  Vessel,  “  Ambron.” 

10th  September. — Eleven  Dutch  Fishing  Vessels. 

17th  September. — Seven  Dutch  Fishing  Vessels. 

18th  September. — Four  Dutch  Fishing  Vessels. 

24th  September. — Four  Dutch  Fishing  Vessels. 

25th  September.  —  Dutch  Fishing  Vessel,  ‘rMartina 
Bernardina,”  with  engine  trouble. 

26th  September. — Three  Dutch  Fishing  Vessels. 

6th  October. — Danish  Seine  Netter,  “  Gert,”  from 
Ebsjerg. 

21st  October. — Danish  Seine  Netter,  “  Gert,”  from 
Ebsjerg. 

29th  October. — Seine  Netter,  “  Vigilant,”  for  repairs  to 
Whitby  Shipbuilding  and  Engineering  Co. 

11th  November. — M.V.  “  Servic,”  Tyne  to  Goole.  109.41 
tons  net. 

13th  November.  —  East  German  Trawler,  “  Erich 
Nonnecker.”  99.58  tons  net.  Landed  two  sick 
men. 

22nd  December. — Seine  Netter,  “  Annes,”  arrived  for 
repairs  to  Whitby  Shipbuilding  and  Engineering  Co. 


NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
(Other  than  Tuberculosis). 

Infectious  diseases  were  notified  as  follows:  — 


Scarlet  Fever  .  4 

Whooping  Cough  .  6 

Measles  .  17 

Pneumonia  .  3 

Dysentery  .  11 

Meningococcal  Infection  . 2 

Poliomyelitis  .  2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .  3 


TUBERCULOSIS,  1955. 

During  the  year  3  cases,  all  males,  were  notified 
as  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  2  females  as 
cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

Two  deaths,  both  females,  were  recorded  during  the 
year. 


REPORT  ON  MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  IN  THE  WHITBY  AREA,  SEPTEMBER,  1955. 

rhe  2C  (Hull)  Mobile  Unit  was  located  at  the  Whitby  War  Memorial  Cottage  Hospital  from  Monday,  26th  September. 
1955,  to  Friday,  30th  September,  1955.  During  this  period  a  brief  visit  was  made  to  the  Village  Hall  at  Hawsker.  on 
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HOSPITALS. 

The  Hospitals  in  Whitby  are  administered  by  the 
Scarborough,  Bridlington,  Malton  and  Whitby  Group 
Hospital  Management  Committee  : — 

(1)  WAR  MEMORIAL  HOSPITAL.  • 

A  General  Hospital  with  an  Outpatient  Depart¬ 
ment. 

(2)  ST.  HILDA’S  HOSPITAL. 

Specially  equipped  for  the  care  of  the  aged  sick. 

(3)  ESKDALE  HOSPITAL. 

A  General  Hospital  with  a  Maternity  Ward. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION  FOR  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

Scarborough  and  Middlesbrough  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospitals  are  available  for  the  admission  of 
cases  requiring  isolation. 

Special  arrangements  are  made  for  cases  of 
Poliomyelitis,  which  are  usually  admitted  to 
YEARSLEY  BRIDGE  HOSPITAL,  YORK. 

LOCAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  PROVIDED  IN  THE 
AREA  BY  THE  NORTH  RIDING  COUNTY 

COUNCIL. 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

The  Child  Welfare  Centre  and  the  Ante-Natal 
Clinic  are  held  at  Grape  Lane,  Whitby,  each  week,  on 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  afternoons,  respectively. 

The  Mount  I.W.C.  at  Helredale  is  open  on  alternate 
Thursdays  from  2  to  4  p.m. 

When  required,  patients  attending  these  Clinics 
may  be  referred  to  the  following  special  clinics,  also 
held  at  Grape  Lane,  Whitby  : — 

Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

Artificial  Sunlight  Clinic. 

Eye  Clinic. 

Dental  Clinic. 

Speech  Therapy  Clinic. 

Midwifery. 

The  Whitby  Urban  District  is  served  by  one 
domiciliary  midwife  : — 

Nurse  W.  Bretherick,  10b,  Well  Close  Square.  Tel. 
No.  Whitby  963. 
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She  is  relieved  by  Nurse  L.  Sanders,  14,  Middle- 
wood  Close,  Fylingthorpe.  Tel.  No.  :  Robin  Hood’s  Bay 
367. 

Gas  and  Air  Analgesia  is  available  to  any  patient 
who  desires  it. 

Health  Visiting. 

There  are  two  Health  Visitors  for  this  district,  and 
their  first  duty  is  the  visiting  of  homes  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  advice  as  to  the  care  of  young  children.  It  is 
their  duty  to  visit  every  home  where  there  is  a  child 
below  school  age,  so  that  the  mother  may  be  encouraged 
to  discuss  even  the  most  trivial  worry  with  the  Health 
Visitor,  who  may  then  reassure  her  jr  get  her  to  seek 
expert  advice. 

In  addition,  they  visit  and  advise  expectant  or 
nursing  mothers,  persons  suffering  from  illness, 
including  tuberculosis,  and  aged  persons. 

Home  Nursing. 

When  called  for  by  the  family  doctor,  the  District 
Nurse  will  attend  persons  who  require  nursing  in  their 
own  homes.  The  Whitby  Urban  District  is  served  by 
Nurse  W.  Bretherick. 


Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 


Vaccination  and  Immunisation  are  undertaken  by 
the  family  doctors.  Others  who  find  it  inconvenient  to 
attend  their  own  doctor’s  surgery  come  to  the  Clinic, 
Grape  Lane,  Friday  morning  at  11  a.m. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  numbers  dealt 
with  in  the  combined  area,  Whitby  Urban  and  Rural 
districts,  were  as  follows  : — 


1  mmun  isations. 

Primary  Refresher 


Vaccinations. 

Primary  Re-vaccina¬ 
tions. 


Under  5  years  239  7  77  — 

5 — 14  years  ...  63  49  1  1 

Over  15  years  —  —  —  — 

The  total  numbers  of  children  immunised  at  any 
time  up  to  the  31st  December,  1955,  were  as  follows 

Under  5  years  .  825 

5 — 14  years  .  2,565 


Ambulance  Service. 

One  large  ambulance  and  two  light  ambulances 
(utilicons)  are  housed  in  a  garage  adjoining  the 
Metropole  Hotel,  Whitby. 
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Occasionally  Miss  Bruce  and  her  helpers  in  the 
Hospital  Car  Service  have  helped  the  ambulance 
service,  and  assistance  has  also  been  given  by  members 
of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade. 

Domestic  Help  Service. 

Helps  are  provided  when  necessary,  and  14  cases 
in  the  Urban  District  received  assistance  during  1955. 

Payment  for  the  service  of  a  domestic  help  depends 
on  income,  and  necessary  expenses,  and  varies  from  a 
possible  full  rate  of  3s.  Od.  an  hour  to  a  free  service. 

Mental  Health  Services. 

The  Mental  Health  Services  are  administered  direct 
by  the  County  Council.  The  Duly  Authorised  Officer 
for  the  area  is  Mr.  T.  R.  Groves,  District  Welfare  Officer, 
Grape  Lane,  Whitby.  Tel.  No.:  Whitby  235. 

Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care. 

An  active  Voluntary  Care  Committee  serves  the 
needs  of  the  area,  its  chief  functions  being  to  provide 
extra  nourishment,  clothing,  bedding,  medical  comforts, 
nursing  equipment,  etc.,  and  to  do  everything  possible 
for  the  welfare  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis 
and  other  illnesses. 

Enquiries  and  requests  for  assistance  may  be  made 
to  the  Hon.  Secretary,  Whitby  and  District  Voluntary 
Care  Committee,  Mr.  K.  Birdsall,  District  Health  Office, 
Grape  Lane,  Whitby.  Tel.  No.  Whitby  520. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


1955 


17 


The  Public  Health  Department, 
The  Council  Offices, 

St.  Hilda’s  Terrace, 
Whitby. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
WHITBY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

f  t  '  ’  *  '  t  V 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  an  Annual 
Report  of  the  Department  for  the  year  1955. 

Housing,  in  all  its  forms,  has  been  a  major  duty 
throughout  the  year,  particularly  now  that  Slum  Clear¬ 
ance  has  re-commenced-  Meat  Inspection  also  con¬ 
stitutes  a  major  duty,  involving,  as  it  does  many  hours 
outside  normal  at  most  inconvenient  times. 

The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  loomed  large  at  the 
close  of  the  year,  and  a  large  burden  of  work  will  be 
thrown  cn  the  Department,  more  particularly  as  the 
district  is  a  seaside  resort. 

Attention  is  drawn  to  the  paragraph  of  the  Report 
relating  to  Sewers  and  Drains,  and  especially  to  the 
1954  Report  of  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  on  the 
Sewerage  System  of  the  Urban  District,  which  in  my 
opinion  presents  a  problem  which  requires  urgent 
attention. 

The  work  of  the  Department  has  run  smoothly,  and 
this  is  in  a  large  measure  only  achieved  by  the  active 
help  and  co-operation  so  freely  given  of  Councillors, 
and  the  Council’s  staff,  to  whom  my  grateful  thanks  are 
extended. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

H.  EATOUGH 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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STATISTICAL  RECORD  OF  WORK. 

Number  of  Complaints  Received  .  146 

Number  of  Nuisances  Found  .  85 

Number  of  Nuisances  Remedied  .  70 

Number  of  Nuisances  Outstanding  at  31st 

December,  1955  .  15 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  Served  .  31 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  Served  .  1 

VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS 

Nuisances — Visits  and  Re-Visits  .  268 

Housing  Allocation  .  51 

Assessment  . , . .  297 

Inspection  and  Recording  . ,  13 

Slum  Clearance  .  105 

Improvement  Grants  .  89 

Miscellaneous  .  22 

Overcrowding  .  2 

Drains  and  Sewers  (Examined  and  Tested)  .  146 

Smoke  Observations  .  3 

Miscellaneous  . • .  6 

Food — Premises  .  129 

Unsound  .  64 

Poisoning  Enquiries  .  1 

Slaughterhouse — Construction  and 

Maintenance  .  68 

Meat  Inspection  .  321 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal — Plant  .  26 

Depot  ...• .  12 

Tip  .  32 

Collection  .  15 

Public  Conveniences  .  50 

Rodent  Control  .  23 

Vermin  .  16 

Infectious  Diseases — Enquiries  and  Fumigation  ...  28 

Camping  Sites  .  32 

Factories  . ..• .  25 

Theatres  and  Cinemas  .  4 

Swimming  Pool  .  13 

Licensed  Houses  .  36 

Petroleum  Installations  . 22 

Miscellaneous  .  32 

Following  the  usual  practice  of  the  Department 
only  one  “  visit  ”  is  recorded  for  each  premise  inspec¬ 
tion,  irrespective  of  any  other  work  carried  out  at  the 
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same  time.  During  the  year  the  number  of  evening 
meetings  attended  amounted  to  63,  which  in  total 
consumed  some  90  hours. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Whitby  Waterworks  Company  continue  to 
supply  and  distribute  water,  the  quality  and  quantity 
of  which  has  given  no  cause  for  concern  throughout  the 
year.  Regular  chemical  and  bacteriological  examina-  • 
tions  are  made  to  ensure  purity,  the  records  of  which 
will  be  found  in  the  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 

4,433  premises  within  the  Urban  District  are 
supplied  and  no  known  private  supplies  exist-  Premises 
relying  on  yard  stand  pipes  for  a  supply  of  water  will 
be  dealt  with  in  the  Slum  Clearance  Programme. 

The  annual  consumption  figure  is  one  slightly  in 
excess  of  177,783,000  gallons,  it  not  being  possible  to 
measure  the  whole  district. 

Extensions  to  water  mains  to  supply  102  houses  on 
the  White  Leys  Estate  have  been  completed. 

SEWERS  AND  DRAINS. 

Unfortunately  no  progress  has  been  made  in 
providing  an  adequate  sewerage  scheme  to  supply  the 
whole  of  the  Briggswath  area,  nor  has  any  attempt  been 
made  to  deal  with  the  outfall  of  crude  sewerage  into 
the  tidal  waters  of  the  River  Esk  at  Ruswarp.  In 
addition  to  this,  no  action  has  been  taken  on  the  report 
of  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  on  the  Sewerage  System 
of  the  Urban  District,  1954. 

It  is  about  30  years  since  any  major  works  in 
connection  with  existing  sewers  was  carried  out,  and, 
whilst  the  population  has  remained  fairly  static  since 
then,  there  has  been  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of 
houses  and  other  buildings  all  pouring  additional 
sewage  and  rainwater  into  the  sewers. 

Never  does  the  saying  “  Out  of  sight,  out  of  mind  ” 
apply  more  than  to  sewers  and  drains,  until  some  fault 
brings  a  forcible  reminder  that  some  200  million  gallons 
of  fouled  water  plus  a  26in.  average  rainfall  each  year 
has  to  be  disposed  of  through  a  maze  of  underground 
pipes  and  conduits 

Sewerage  schemes,  it  is  admitted,  are  not  “  a  thing 
of  beauty  and  a  joy  for  ever,”  though  their  need  to  the 
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community  are  just  as  great  as  a  school,  road,  bridge  or 
housing  estate-  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  the  very  near 
future  the  Council  will  direct  their  endeavours  to  a 
complete  overhaul  of  the  Sewerage  System. 

There  are  5,285  water  closets  and  29  pail  closets,  4 
of  which  are  not  capable  of  conversion  at  reasonable 
expense.  Of  the  25  remaining,  19  will  be  abolished 
within  the  Slum  Clearance  Programme,  and  negotia¬ 
tions  are  proceeding  for  the  conversion  of  the 
remainder.  Eight  additional  water  closets  have  been 
provided  in  existing  properties,  and  22  in  new  buildings. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

No  cases  of  pollution  take  place  in  non-tidal  waters 
of  the  River  Esk,  and,  if  the  hope  expressed  in  the 
previous  paragraph  is  fulfilled,  the  extensive  discharge 
of  crude  sewage  in  tidal  waters  should  cease. 

SHOPS. 

There  has  been  no  need  for  any  action  under  the 
relevant  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act  during  the  year. 

•  s  ;  .  .v 

/  „•  ,  Jv  /  .  ,  .  t  • 

CAMPING  SITES. 

Closer  watch  has  been  kept  on  the  four  licensed 
sites,  and  32  visits  of  inspection  made.  Overcrowding 
of  the  larger  sites  tends  to  occur  during  the  season,  due 
mainly  to  the  obvious  shortage  of  sites.  No  apology  is 
made  for  again  reminding  the  Council  of  this  fact  in  the 
hope  that  more  facilities  will  be  made  available  for  this 
type  of  extremely  healthy  holiday.  Licensed  sites  are: 
Airy  Hill  Farm  (26  vans),  Stoupe  Cross  Farm  (40  vans), 
Chain  Bridge  (6  vans),  and  Four  Lane  Ends  (6  vans). 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  registered  in  the  area. 

SWIMMING  BATHS. 

The  open  air  swimming  pool  at  Happy  Valley  has 
this  year  been  run  under  the  direct  control  of  the 
Council,  which  from  a  public  health  view  is  much 
easier  of  administration.  The  pool  has  been  well 
patronised,  and  well  conducted  throughout  the  season. 
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The  usual  infestation  of  the  larvae  of  the  midge 
Chironomous  reached  larger  proportions  than  is  usual, 
but  efficient  use  of  alum  together  with  netting  the 
surface  of  the  water,  quickly  brought  the  matter  under 
control- 

Frequent  tests  for  efficient  chlorination  in  every 
instance  proved  satisfactory. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

The  14  public  conveniences  continued  to  provide 
ample  accommodation  for  the  town  and  its  holiday¬ 
makers.  Misuse  of  these  premises  has  again  caused 
much  concern,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  during  the 
forthcoming  year  some  attempt  to  overcome  this  is  to 
be  made  by  tiling  the  walls  where  necessary. 


FACTORIES. 

Regular  visits  are  made  to  the  factory  premises 
within  the  area,  and  25  distinct  inspections  were  carried 
out.  The  composite  nature  of  many  of  the  registered 
premises  is  such  that  several  types  of  inspection  are 
made  at  one  and  the  same  time.  For  example,  almost 
all  food  preparing  premises  are  registered  as  factories. 

There  are  76  factories  with  mechanical  power,  and 
15  without  mechanical  power. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Three  timed  observations  have  been  made  each 
without  cause  for  complaint.  Some  difficulty  was 
experienced  with  the  smoke  from  the  Refuse  Disposal 
Plant  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  which  has  been 
overcome  by  furnace  alteration,  and  the  use  of  forced 
draught. 

Byelaws  under  Section  104(i)  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  came  into  operation  on  May  1st,  which  limit 
the  emission  of  black  smoke  to  two  minutes  in  any 
period  of  30  minutes. 
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VERMIN  INFESTATION. 

On  no  occasion  during  the  year  have  bed  bugs  been 
encountered,  the  town  being  remarkably  clear  of  this 
insect. 

Fleas  are  fairly  widespread,  and  if  only  notification 
of  infestations  were  given  to  the  Department,  either  for 
practical  treatment,  or  advice  on  private  treatment,  the 
infestations  could  be  rapidly  cleared.  Similar  remarks 
are  applicable  to  cockroaches. 

The  great  strides  made  during  the  post-war  years 
in  insecticides  and  treatment  methods  are  such  as  to 
turn  what  was  at  one  time  a  difficult  job  into  one  of 
simplicity  itself. 

The  usual  annual  infestation  of  Kelp  flies  on 
Colliers  Hope  during  the  latter  part  of  the  summer,  was 
dealt  with  efficiently  by  bulldozing  the  weed  below  high 
water  mark,  where  sea  birds  rapidly  consume  all  larvae 
washed  out  by  the  water. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  part-time  operator  dealt  with  93  complaints, 
involving  209  visits  during  the  year- 

Mice  are  again  the  predominating  cause  for  com¬ 
plaint  and  are  difficult  to  eradicate  in  any  other  way 
than  by  block  treatment,  which  involves  more  time 
than  the  operator  has  to  spare. 

Free  service  is  given  to  domestic  premises,  but 
insufficient  use  is  made  of  this  service. 

The  treatment  methods  and  poison  recommended 
by  the  Ministry  are  used  in  all  cases,  and  Warfarin 
compounds  continue  to  give  excellent  results. 

HOUSING. 

Housing  work  has  again  been  a  major  feature  of 
the  Department’s  work.  The  Clearance  of  Unfit  Houses 
was  begun  by  the  declaration  of  three  Areas  as 
Clearance  Areas  and  application  for  Compulsory 
Purchase  Orders  made,  involving  the  re-housing  of  49 
families  from  48  occupied  houses.  The  results  of  the 
enquiry  held  on  October  4th,  1955,  are  not  yet  known. 
No  new  houses  were  completed  by  the  Council  during 
1955,  but  good  progress  is  being  maintained  on  the 
White  Leys  Estate,  where  102  houses  are  in  the  course 
of  erection.  24  houses  were  completed  by  private 
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enterprise.  The  housing  application  list  stood  at  317 
applicants  within  the  urban  area  at  the  end  of  1955. 

Some  progress  has  been  made  with  Improvement 
Grant  work  and  29  applications  were  received,  12  being 
granted,  16  refused,  and  1  pending.  The  16  refusals 
were  for  two  blocks  of  terraced  houses  which  were 
considered  unsuitable  for  the  purpose.  There  is  great 
scope  for  this  kind  of  work,  and  it  is  a  pity  that  more 
advantage  is  not  taken  of  the  scheme. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  this  service  over  the 
past  few  years  and  regular  collections  have  been 
maintained.  Some  disturbance  in  the  service  occurred 
in  the  early  part  of  the  year  when  repairs  to  the  Swing 
Bridge  took  place,  and  a  long  detour  from  the  west  side 
of  the  town  to  the  Disposal  Plant  had  to  be  made.  The 
estimated  cost  of  Collection  and  Disposal  for  the 
Financial  Year  1955/56  amounts  to  £7,613. 

3,845|  loads  of  Refuse  were  dealt  with  at  the 
Disposal  Plant,  comprising  3,166  from  the  Urban  Area, 
166^  from  the  Rural  Area  and  513  brought  in  by  local 
tradespeople,  which  figure  also  includes  97  by  our  own 
disposal  vehicle. 


SALVAGE. 


The  sales  of  Salvage  for  1955  were  as  follows: — 


Tops  Cwts.  Qrs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Cinders  . 

120 

9 

2  i 

115  10 

6 

Bones  . 

2 

7 

3  st. 

23 

15 

8 

Clinker  . 

381 

10 

0 

76 

15 

3 

Screenings  . 

857 

10 

0 

135 

6 

3 

Baled  Tins  . 

124 

9 

3 

716 

6 

11 

Textiles  . 

2 

4 

81b. 

35 

1 

9 

Cullet  Glass  . 

24 

17 

0 

80 

15 

3 

Paper  . 

83 

18 

2 

591 

8 

0 

Scrap  Metal  . 

21 

15 

2 

85 

6 

6 

Non-ferrous  Metals  ... 

17 

3 

101b. 

50 

7 

2 

Bottles  and  Jars  . 

6881 

1  dozen 

20 

4  10 

Miscellaneous  . 

3 

6 

6 

TOTAL 

.  £1,934 

4 

7 
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Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned 
in  whole  or  in  part. 
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Number  killed  (if 

known)  . 1,043 

Number  inspected  ....  1,043 
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310  408  4,911  6,326  — 

310  408  4,911  6,326  — 


Ail  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci. 

Whole  carcases 

condemned  .  1  2  — 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 

condemned  .  170  21  3 

Percentage  of  the  No. 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci  .  16.3  7.4  0.73 


4 

43 


0.95 


7*  — 


350  — 


5.6  — 


Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases 

condemned  .  3  8  —  —  5 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 

condemned  .  89  63  —  —  373 

Percentage  of  the  No. 
inspected  affected 

with  tuberculosis  ...  8.8  22.9  —  —  5.9 


Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  . 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  bj7 
refrigeration  . 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned  .  . 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

SUPPLIES. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Table  (see  page  7). 

The  "total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  at 
Stakesby  Abattoir  during  the  year  amounted  to  12,998, 
which  is  a  formidable  figure  when  compared  with  an 
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estimated  kill  of  8,000  in  pre-war  days.  Condemned 
meat  totalled  17,352  lb. 

Routine  inspections  of  all  bovine  animals  for 
cysticercosis  was  undertaken,  but  no  evidence  of  this 
disease  was  found. 

321  visits  were  made  to  the  Slaughterhouse  for  the 
purpose  of  meat  inspection,  involving  265^  hours  over¬ 
time,  and  including  57  hours  during  week-ends  or  Bank 
Holidays  This  overtime  may  not  seem  a  high  figure 
spread  over  the  year,  but  the  inconvenience  causes 
much  difficulty.  Ordinarily  one  hour  is  sufficient  to 
inspect  a  day’s  kill,  but  when  this  hour  is  very  late  in 
the  evening  the  disturbance  of  private  time  is 
considerable. 

Complaints  there  have  been  concerning  the 
slaughthouse,  not  all  of  which  have  been  justified,  but 
in  each  case  the  tenants  have  done  all  within  their 
power  to  find  a  remedy. 

The  time  when  the  Government  finalise  their  plans 
for  slaughterhouses  is  eagerly  awaited. 

OTHER  FOODS. 

Close  attention  has  been  paid  to  all  premises  where 
food  is  sold  or  prepared  for  sale,  and  continued 
improvement  is  being  brought  about  in  many  places. 

By  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  were  published,  but  comment  is  reserved 
until  such  time  as  experience  of  practical  administra¬ 
tion  can  be  obtained. 

Premises  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year 
were  as  follows: — 

53  Cafes 

16  Butcher’s  Shops 
22  Wet  and  Fried  Fish  Shops 
8  Bakehouses 
45  Ice  Cream  Shops 
21  Other  Registrations 
3  Dairies. 

In  addition  to  these  and  other  food  shops  are  the 
numerous  hotels  and  boarding  houses.  All  these 
premises  are  within  the  scope  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations,  and  quite  a  formidable  task  is  before  the 
Department  to  secure  compliance  with  the  necessary 
Regulations.  Provisions  will  include  supply  and 
improvement  of  equipment,  structural  alterations,  and 
routine  work  ensuring  compliance  with  the  Regulations 
from  a  personal  hygiene  standpoint. 
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UNSOUND  FOOD. 

During  the  year  the  following  articles  of  food  were 
surrendered  to  me  and  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  : — 

Canned  Meats  ...  275  cans,  totalling  727£  lbs.  in  weight. 

Canned  Vegetables  .  Ill  cans 

Canned  Fruit  .  82  cans 

Canned  Fish  .  2  cans 

Fish  .  12  stone  4  lbs. 


Miscellaneous  Items: — 

Apricot  Pulp  . 

Breakfast  Cereal  . 

Cheese  Spread  . 

Condensed  Milk  . 

Cream  . 

Synthetic  Cream  . 

Evaporated  Milk  . 

Flour  . 

Bottled  Gooseberries  . • . 

Milk  Powder  . 

Swiss  Roil  . 


10  lbs. 

1  packet 
7  cartons 
3  tins 

11  tins 

3  gallons 
38  cans 
36  lbs. 

4J  lbs. 

18  lbs. 
One 


